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Pariſhioners of C R O FT. 


Good Neighbours, 
" EAST the Want of Memory 
| ſhould be pleaded in Excuſe for 
Neglect of Duty, I have committed the 
following Diſcourſe to the Preſs, that it 
may remain with you in your Houſes to 
e perus'd at your convenient Leiſure, 
Lade been very plain in a Matter of 
this Nature, and made it my Choice, 
ther to expoſe my own Reputation to 
the Cenſure of the World than fall 
ſhort of any Help I might judge Uſefut 
wards the promoting the Salvation of 
uur Souls, 'Tis my ſincere Wiſh, and 
hall be my earneſt Prajzers, that the 
Publication may anſwer the fame End 
truly aim d at both in the Compoſition 
Wd the Preaching. And, if this be 
We Fruit of my Labours, it will enable 
5 me 


Io the Pariſhioners of Croft. 
me to ſurmount any other Ne flection 
which may attend me, and very muchre 
ound to the great Satisfaction of, 


Good Neighbours, 


Your Loving Paſtor, and 


Affectionate Miniſteſ 


Croft, April 30. 
1716. 


SAMUEL WALKER 
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The Miniſters Charge to his People. 
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Heb. XIII. 


Obey them that have the Rule over you, and ſub- 
mit your ſelves; for they watch for your Souls, 


as they that muſt give an Account, that they 


may ao it with Joy, and not with Grief... — 
HA theſe Words entirely re- 


niſters and People, is unqueſtio- 
nably certain, from the Expreſ- 


ſions here deliver'd concerning the Authority 


and Vigilance of the One, and the Obedience 


and Submiſſion of the Other. And that they 


are to be regarded with an exact Care by 
Both in their diſtin& Capacities, is equally 


plain, from the poſitive Precept which com- 


mands the People to obey and ſubmit them- 


ſelves in this Lite, and from that ſtrict Ac- 
count which the Miniſters are obliged to give 
of the Diſcharge of their Office, in the Life 


that is to come. 


It will mightily contribute to the Edifica- 
tion of your Souls and the Succeſs of my La- 
bours, if you rightly underſtand my Duty as 

| your 


late to the various Duties of Mi- 
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6 The Miniſter's Charge to his People. 
your Miniſter, and your own Duty as my 
People ; what you may require ot me who 
have the Rule over you, and what I may ex- 
pect from you who fall within the Reach of 
my Miniſterial Authority. And tho? I fear 
this Subject has been almoſt totally negleQed, 
much to the Diſadvantage of Faith and Ver- 
tue; and tho? I know ' tis a Nice and Difficult 
Point for a Man to ſpeak of himſelf with a 
Becoming Decorum ; yet, ſince there may be 
ſome neceſſary Occaſions ariſe for the infiſting 
on theſe Privileges, and ſince they may be 


mention'd with Juſtice and Modeſty too, I 


{hall attempt to do it, with all poſſible Cau- 
tion, Humility, and Diſcretion, in the fol- 
lowing manner. | 


Hir ft, I will lay down, The Limits of our 
Authority as to the Rizht and Nature of 
that Rule which we pretend to have over 
you, and the Meaſures preſcrib'd to us tor 
the Exerciſe of our Miniſterial Govern- 
ment, by adjuſting the Meaning of watch- 
ing for your Souls. 5 


Secondly, T will offer to your Conſideration, 
The juſt Extent of that Obedience and 
Submiſſion, which are here made your in- 
diſpenſable Duties, and when you may be 
ſaid to have fulfill'd theſe ſolemn Obliga- 

tions. And 


Thirdly, I will endeavour to deſcribe, The 
Happineſs that will accrue both to us and 
5 to 
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The Miniſter's Charge to his People. 7 


to your ſelves, by a ready Compliance 
with theſe Commands of God, as being 


then able to give up our Accounts with Foy, 
and not with Grief, 


Fir, Tam to lay down, The Limits of our 
Authority as to the Right and Nature of 
that Rule which we pretend to have over 
you, and the Meaſures preſcrib'd to us for 
theExerciſe of our Miniſterial Government, 
by adjuſting the Meaning of watching tar 
your Souls. 


Fir#, Of the Limits of our Authority as to 
the Right and Nature of that Rale, which we 
pretend to have over you. 5 


In all well-order'd Societies Superiors and 
Inferiors mult be ſuppos'd, as the Foundation 
of Government. And the Chriſtian Society 
is made up of theſe Parts, as well as an 
other eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution in the World. 


The original Commiſſion which Chriſt our 
Founder gave to the whole Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood, contains that Power which belongs to 
us. In His Own Lite-time He firſt choſe 
Twelve, Matt. x. 5. and afterwards, Lake 
x. 1. {ent Seventy others alſo. St. Mark, 
Chap. Xvi. 15. delivers the Commiſſion after 
His ReſurreQion in theſe Words, Go ye into 
althe World, and preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
ture. And St. John, Chap. xx, 21. expreſ- 


{es 


8 The Miniſter's Charge to his People. 


ſes it thus, As My Father hath ſent Me, even ſo 
ſend I yoa. | 


And the Exerciſe of this Miſſion by their 


lawful Succeſſors, from the Primitive Times 
to this Day, is that Divize Power by which 
we have a Right to rule now at this Time in 
the Chriſtian Church. To the Work of the 
| Miniſtry we are ſet apart and ordain'd by 
thoſe who have the ſole Power of Ordination 
committed to them; we do not take this Of- 
fice up of our ſelves, but are called of God as 
was Aaron; and we do not come of our own 
accord, but are ſent as Labourers into the 


Vineyard of gur Lord. And therefore, except 


the Caſe of immediate Inſpiration and ſome 


Extraordinary Aſſiſtances, we are, in our Or- 


der, as much Ambaſſadors of Chri#, as thoſe 


were who receiv'd their Commiſſion from 


Him, and ſo will our Succeſſors be to the 
End of the World. And let this ſuffice for 
our Right to rule over you. 


It will now be but regular to deliver the 
Mature of that Rule which we have a Nit to 
exerciſe. Ts 

Far beit from us to claim any Temporal 
Juriſdiction under the Authority of Crit. 
Whatever uſe ſome Princes have thought fit 


to make of the eminent Abilities of the | 


Clergy, by conterring Secular Honours and 
Places of Civil Truſt upon them, theſe Re- 
wards of their Merits were not — as 

the) 
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Type Miniſter's Charge ro his People. 9 
they were the Miniſters of Chriſt. Kings 
may take the Advice of their Biſhops, if 


they think them capable of anſwering the 


Ends of Government by conſulting their 
Judgments. And we may either offer or 
give Directions to our Pariſhioners in Mat- 
ters of a worldly Concern, when we have 
both a Capacity and Opportunity of doing 


Them or their Families good that Way. 


But tho? this may be our Occaſional Em- 
ployment as Neighbours, it is not our Par- 
ticular Buſineſs as Clergymen, neither 3s it 
that Errand, which under Chriſt we are 
bound to deliver to the World. As our 
Saviour frankly declar'd, John xvii. 36. My 
Kingdom is not of this World : So, in imita- 
tion of his Deſign and Example, our chief 
Care mult be to erect the Kingdom of God 
in the Hearts of Men. In any Cale we 
ought to be truly Helpful, as Chriſtians ; 
but, as Prieſts, weare only to mind the One 


Thing needſul, even the Salvation of Souls. 


This Authority conſiſts in the Exerciſe of 
religious Offices, in offering up Prayers, in 
preaching of the Word, and, in admi— 
niſtring of Sacraments, where no Invaſion, 
no Intruſion, either is or can be juſtly allow'd 
of. All the Rule we have Reaſon to aſpire 
to by the Goſpel, is to be ſerviceable Inſtru- 
ments to Mankind in Order to promote 
their everlaſting Welfare. And this will ap- 
pear more clearly by conſidering 
2 Secondly, 


ſ * 


16 The Miniſter's Charge to his People, 


Secondly, The Meaſures preſerib'd to us 
for the Exerciſe of our Miniſterial Govern- 


bl 


tor your Souls. 


Amongſt the many Titles given to the 
Prieſts of God, both in the Old and New 
Teſtament, this of Watchmen is as remark- 
able as any, and ſuppoſeth a Diligent Care 
of all thoſe Souls, which are committed to 
our Truſt. For as in Civil and Military Ca- 
ſes, 'tis the Bulineſs of Watchmen to ſtand 
upon the Towers, to keep ftrict Guard 
Night and Day, to obſerve the Motions of 
Enemies, and to ſound an Alarm upon eve- 
ry approaching Danger : So the Clergy are 
to watch continually over their Flocks, and, 
like good Shepherds, to reduce the ſtragling 
Herds, leaſt they incur the Diſpleaſure of 
God Almighty, and in Time of Tempta— 
tion fall away and inevitably Periſh in the 
Ways of their Iniquity. 


When I read thoſe remarkable Words of 
the Prophet, Ezck. iii. 17. Sor. of Man, 1 
have made thee a Watchman unto the Houſe of 
Iſrael, therefore hear the Word at my Mouth, 
and give them warning from me, I mult cr) 
aloud ana ſpare not, I mult lift up my Voice 

lite a Trumpet, and ſbem my People their 1ranſ- 


 greſſion and the Houſe of Jacob their Sins. II 


God 1ays unto the Wicked, Thou ſpalt ſarely dit, 
and 1 give him not warning, nor ipeak to wary 


the 


ment by adjuſting the Meaning of watching 


The Miviſter "7G harge to his People, 11 


the wicked from his wicked Way to [ave his Life, 
tho” the ſame wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquity, 
yet his Blood will God require at my Hand. 
And why ſhould you think, after ſo ſolemn 
a Warning, I ſhould ſuffer you to fall thro? a 
Barbarous Silence, or be ſo cruel to my ſelf 
as to bring the Damnation of any one of you 
upon my Soul, for want of ſpeaking the 
Truth from my Heart. 


No Miniſter can reflect on that terrible 
Paſſage of St. Paul's to Timothy, which e- 
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qually belongs to us as well as to him, and j 
remain unconcern'd upon a cloſe Reflection. þ 
2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. I charge thee before God and | 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whe ſhall judge the Quick 3 
and Dead at his appearing and his Ring dom; 2 


preach the Word, be Inſtant in Seaſon, out of 
Seaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long- 
Suffering and Doctrine. If then we are to 


watch for your Souls, as thole who muſt : 
give an Account, ſo long as I am in this 9 
Tabernacle of Fleſh, and live amongſt you, 9 


| ſhall never ceaſe putting you in Remem- 
brance of what you ought to do, and what 
you ought to avoid, and will always tell vou 


I Sr oo i ene 
. r 2 4 
* Baa. 4 Is ®. 2 


the Fruit of your Ways before you be filled 4 
wich your own Devices. I only appeal to » 
your own Judgmeat, and when you have F 


conlider?d the Strictneſs of this Charge, tell 
me freely, whether you think I can be either 
Sate or Good, if I connive at Sin and Wick- 
edneſs. And if you do determine, (as Iam 
ſure you muſt, if impartial Reaſon be your 
3 Guide) 


12 The Mi niſter's C harge to his People, 
Guide) that ſuch a Neglect will deſtroy 
both my Security and my Goodneſs, do not 
think I exerciſe a Tyrannical Power whilſt | 
am only diſcharging a Neceſſary Duty. 


If indeed the Bare Attendance on the Pablick 


Ordinances of the Charch did fully anſwer 
this Obligation of watching for your Souls, 
there might perhaps be the leſs Reaſon for 
Complaint. But this is our Miſtake, if we 
think ſo, For the cloſe Application of our 
Doctrine to the Conſciences of Men by Way 
of Admonition and Reproof, in Caſe of pre- 
ſumptuous Failure, is what we ought moſt 
principally to Regard. And tho? there are 


ſome Chriſtian Rules, neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerv'd, for the more regular Diſcharge of 


this Kind of Vigilance in the ſpiritual Watch- 


man; yet we had need to make Uſe of all 


the Decency, Prudence, Compaſſion, and 
Affection imaginable to touch upon this 
Point, when we are ſure to meet with the 
high and rancrous Reſentments of the worlt 
Part of Mankind, who hate to be contra- 
dicted and are unwilling to be reclaim'd. 
Thoſe Directions, which our Saviour has 
preſcrib'd, Math. xviii. 15, 16, 17. in the 
Caſe of Offences between Man and Man, are 
very proper Guides tor the Miniſters of Chrilt 
in the Cale of any Breaches, which Sinners 
may make upon the Divine Commandments. 
If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and 
tell him his Fault between thee and him alone: 


if he fhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother; 


And 


when this Method ſucceeds to the Reforma- 


tion of a wicked Perſon. But if he will not 


hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, 


that in the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes eve- 


ry Word may be eſtabliſhed : And here we ſee 
a ſtronger Foundation is laid both for the 
conviction of his Crime and the Juſtification 
of his being regularly reprov'd. And if he 
ſhall. neglect to hear them, tell it unto the Church: 
Which is a plain Direction to proceed to Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cenſures, when milder Means 


| fail to reclaim his obſtinate Temper. Bat if 
he neglef# to hear the Church, let him be unto 
thee as an Heathen Man and a Publican: And 


this cutting of from the Priviledges and So- 
ciety of Chriſtians, is the higheſt and laſt 
Puniſhment, God has preſcribed to be in- 
flicted by the Church upon incorrigible Of- 
tenders in this World. FI 


And fince there are ſuch Obligations and 


Rules, laid down in the Word of God, for 
the Exerciſe of our Miniſterial Government 
in the Diſcharge of this Duty of Admoni- 
tion and Reproof, I am reſolved, under as 


Diſcreet a Management of theſe Rules as 


the Belt of my Judgment and the Utmoſt of 


my Care will allow, to reprove, rebuke, 


and exhort with all Long-Suffering and Do- 


ctrine. In Regard this is made my indiſpen- 


ſable Duty, my Endeavours ſhall be to have 
Peace in my Conſcience, if I mult have no 
Peace with the Wicked, and the Oppoſition 


The Miniſter's Charge to his People. 13 
And happy were it for us and all Sinners, 
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14 The Miniſter's Charge to his Peaple. 


of wicked Men, and the Diſpleaſure of any 
Men ſhall never divert me from it. I know 
whoſe Ambaſlador I am, I know what 
Truſt is committed to me, I know what Ac. 


count I am obliged to give; and, if it muſt 
be my hard Fate to incur your Diſpleaſure 


for my freedom of Speech, when all the 
Bleſſings of Heaven and Earth, God's Ho- 
nour and your eternal Salvation lie at Stake, 
 T muſt and will bear it, rather than ſee you 
periſh, without the Courage and without 
the Kindneſs, to tell you of your Faults and 
to warn you of your Danger, 


I am very ſenſible we are to Watch for | 


your Souls, by offering up publick Prayers 
for you in the Name of Chriſt, by preach- 
ing to you Plain, Sound, and Uſeful Do- 


ctrines, by adminiſtering according to Di- 


'vine Inſtitution, the Sacraments of Baptiſm 
and the Lord's Supper, by viſiting the Sick 


upon due Notice from the People, by pray- 


ing on your Behalf in private, and by being 
Examples before you in Purity, in Charity, 
in Faith, and in all good Works. But J have 
the rather choſen chiefly to enlarge on the 
Duty of Admonition and Reproof, as being 


the moſt oppos'd and the wortt reliſh'd, tho! | 


perhaps one of the moſt Uſeful Parts of our 
Miniſterial Office, when prudently offer'd 
and wiſely taken. And, beſides the Obliga- 
tions and Rules already mentioned to enforce 
it upon us and guide us in it, I may add the 
5 $7 Examples 


Examples of hol 
our Imitation. 


Belſþazzar for his impious Feaſt. John Baptiſt 
reproved Herod for his Inceſt. Our Saviour 
reproved the Scribes and Phariſees for their 
abominable Hypocriſy. St. Paul told Elymas 
the Sorcerer, he was full of all Subtlety and 


Enemy of Righteouſneſs. And when the 
ame Apoſtle ſtood a Priſoner at the Bar be- 
fore Felix, he reaſon'd of Righteouſneſs, 
Temperance, and a Judgment to come, be- 
fore the ſtupid, unjuſt, incontinent, and in- 
temperate Roman Governour. nh 


And as theſe Examples will juſtify all the 
particular, to which any of our Auditors 


have been or are now addicted, and in our 
reproving any vitious Practices where we 


lve according to our Office and Commiſſion: 


So I am determin'd, thro? the Grace of God, 
to ſpeak my Conſcience, let who will be 


pleaſed or difpleaſed at it. If, after this, 


any one will go reſolvedly on in their wicked 


Courſes, they will not have me to lay the 
Blame on, their Deſtruction will be of 


themſelves. 


And 


y Men in all Ages provoking 


The Prophet Nathan reproved David for 
his Adultery and Murder. Daniel reproved 


all Miſchief, a Child of the Devil, and the 


Miniſters of Chriſt, to the End of the World, 
in our preaching againſt this or that Sin in 
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16 The Miniſter's Charge to his People.. 
And ſo, having laid before you the Nature 
of my Duty, or what you may require of 
me, as your Miniſter that hath the Rule 
over you, I ſhall proceed to let you 
know, what I may expect from you who 
fall within the Reach of my Miniſterial Au- 


— 


thority. Andthis leads me 


Secondly, To offer to your Conſideration, . 
the juſt Extent of that Obedience and I 
Submiſſion, which are here made your du 
_ indiſpenſable Duties, and when you (0 

may be ſaid to have fulfill'd theſe ſo- WW! 

lemn Obligations. | 


All thoſe Extremes and Stretches of Pre- {Mi 
rogative I would carefully avoid, which Wd 
might any Ways expoſe us to the juſt Re- {Wan 
proach of the rebellious Congregation of Wit 
Old, Te tale too much upon you, ye Sons of Levi. V. 
And this I think might effectually be done, Wt 
by ſuppoſing the Obedience and Submiſſion, 
here ſtrictly commanded towards thoſe who 
have the Rule over you, and watch for your MWv 
Souls, only to include the following Parti- WU 
culars. A Decent Reverence to their Perſons Wil 
and Offices; a Ready Embracing the Truths and Wl 
Doctrines which they teach and deliver for Wv 
the Edification of the Church; and, a Con- WC 
ſcientious Regard to thole Admonitions and Re- Mu 


proofs which the Irregularity of your Lives Wot 
do unhappily occaſion. 5 


2 Firſt, P. 


"A 
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Firit, The Obedience and Submiſſion, here 
tnaly commanded towards thoſe who have 


the Rule over you, and watch for your Souls, 


do include, a Decent Reverence to their Per- 
"ms and Offices. | 


How low ſoever the Eſteem of the Clergy 
may be ſunk in a corrupt and degenerate, 
Age, I think it may be look'd upon as a ſo- 
d Concluſion, that wherever Obedience is 
due, Reſpect is inſeperable from it, and I 
do not ſee how Obedience can be ſupported 
without it. Certainly we are indiſpenſably 
bound to Honour thoſe whom we are obli- 
ved to obey, and Contempt is the Deſtru- 
tion of all Authority. A Regular Clergyman, 
(uly exercifing his Miniſterial Authority, 
and living in Conformity to his Sacred Fun- 
tions, does not only deſerve Reverence and 
Veneration, but it is a Crime in the Laity 
to withold it from him. 


I am not pleading for that Civil Reſpect, 


yhich the Manner of our Education and our 


Univerſity Degrees may juſtly claim from 
the Laws of the Land and Cuſtoms of the 
World. This is comparatively ſmall with 
what we may demand from the Laws of 
Chriſt and the Determinations of the Church 

upon thoſe Laws, which oblige Chriſtians to 
order themſelves lowly and revereatly to all 
their Betters, and to ſubmit themſelves to 
all their Governours, Teachers, Spiritual 
Paltorsand Maſters. Do not think I extra- 


C Lagantly 
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vagantly magnify my Office, when I inſiſt 
upon the juſt Privileages belonging to it, in Y®" 
Order to anſwer the true Ends of it. But con. Nel 
ſider ſeriouſly thoſe expreſs Words of Chriſt Net 
your Redeemer, Luke x. 16. He that deſpi. WP" 
ſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, Gi 
deſpiſeth him that ſent me. And let thoſe, who ha 


contemn us, acquit themſelves from this Ne 
Guilt, if they can. 


Tis in it ſelf but a ſmall Thing to claim Mar 
that Right, Which perhaps might be en- 
pected upon the bare Account of worldly MV 
Circumſtances. And as I am ſure, thoſe” 
unhappy Conſequences, flowing from this! 
Diſeſteem, both upon the Account of Rei- 
gion in general and your Souls in Particular 
Pere the ſole Motives to this Kind of Boaſting 

and this Way of Arguing : So, in the Ap 
prehenſions of the Judicious and Good, I be 
lieve they will ſerve, in ſome Meaſure, tc 
vindicate this Demand of Reverence. 


But let us now paſs from that Decent RW tl 
verence due to our Perſons, to that Other Pari n 
fit which belongs to our Offices. And thi 0 
s beſt anſwer'd by a conſtant and devout Ari © 
tendance on the publick Ordinances of th © 
7 Church. Vet 


When we addreſs in the Language of thY v 


Pſalmift, Pfal. xxxiv. 3. O praiſe the Lord witli v 
me, and let us magnifie his Name together, ti { 
leaſt the People can do is, to join their Heard 4 


all 


ind Voices, in concert with Ours, to ce- 
lebrate his Perfections by a ready Acknow- 
edgment of the Divine Bounty. When we 


re {upplicating the Mercy and Spirit of 


God in our interceeding Prayers bn the Be- 
half of our People, *tis their Duty to fall low 


on their Knees before his Footſtool, that our 


Prayers may be the more effeCtual and pre- 
nailing to obtain Pardon for what is paſt, 


and procure the Comfort of his Help again, 


2s a ſure Support againſt future Weakneſs. 
When we are praying for Rings and all that 
ge in Authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
jraceable Life in all Gedlineſs and Honeſtly, tis 


the Peoples Duty to ſay a hearty Amen, that 


we periſh not in any publick Calamity. 
When we are ſolemnizing the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm, and 1nitiaring Children into the 


Covenant of Grace, tis the People's Duty 


to bear a Part in this Kind of Service, (and 


indeed in all other publick Occaſional Ser- 


vices) to pray for the increaſing Number of 
the Faithful, and not to fit, as they too com- 
monly do, only idle and gazing Spectators 
of this Sacramental Waſhing. When we are 
celebracing the Supper of our Lord, and 


preg; the Benefits of his Paſſion, 
d 


Oh! how ſhould our People's Souls be tranſ- 
ported, as it were in raptrous Extalies, 
with Faith in God, with Love to Chriſt, 
with Sorrow for Sin, with Vows and Promi- 
ſes, and Reſolutions, and fincere Purpoſes of 


Amendment of Life. When any of our Peo- 


ple, in the Time of Sickneſs, have deſird 
| & 2 and 
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and receiv'd the Benefit of our publich 
Prayers, tis their Duty upon their Reco. 
very, to return God Thanks for it in as pub. 
lick a Manner; the woful Neglect of this 
Duty is Matter of too juſt Complaint, but! 
deſire and hope it may and will be remedied 
for the future, as believing it to ariſe, rather 
from Want of Knowledge, than Want of 
Gratitude, And in all the officiating Parts 
of publick Worſhip, tis our People's Duty 
reverently to obſerve all the different Po- 
tures of ſitting, ſtanding, and kneeling, as 
the Church moſt prudently directs, that ſo 
we may avoid a flovenly unbecoming Ad- 
dreſs to the Majeſty of Heaven, and adore 
the God of Order with all poſſible Decency, 
and in the Beauty of Holineſs. 


Secondly, The Obedience and Submiſſion, | 
here ſtrictly commanded towards thoſe who 
have the Rule over you, and watch for your 
Souls, do include, a ready embracing the Truth: 
and Doctrines, which they teach and deliver 
for the Edification of the Church. 


We are far from thinking, we have a 
Right to DiQtate whatever we pleaſe to our 
Auditors, or that our People have an Obli- 

8 to take our private Opinions and in- 

digeſted Notions for ſacred Truths. But 


What we are boundto publiſh, they are cer- 
tainly bound to receive. And as we are the 
Stewards of the Myſteries of the Goſpel ; ſo 
they are to learn to ſubmit their own 5. 
. 
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ick ſon! to the Obedience of Faith in any of thoſe 


00: Myſterious Truths, when clearly and aith- 
ub. fully ſupported from the holy Scriptures. 


ti If the Lord gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome 
ed Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Pa- 
ner il ſfors and Teachers, if he appointed theſe for 


our Commiſſion, do reſiſt the Ordinance of 
W @oa, and they, who thus reſiſt with a conti- 
us nued Wilfulneſs and Rebellion, ſpall receive 


off the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the 
rs Mzniſtry, and for the edifying of the Body of 
ty Cbriſt, (and all this we have a particular Re- 
Po- velation to aſſert) that Part of the Chriſtian 
as Congregation, which falleth under the 
ſo Power of our Inſtruction, ſhould think 
d- themſelves obliged to follow our Directions. 
ore M. Our Education gives us a Capacity to inform 
cy, you; our Station cloaths us with an Authority 
to Guide you; our Saviour has laid you under 
| an eſpecial Obligation to receive our Teſtimony 
on, concerning him, and in Caſe of Refuſal he has 
ho commanded us to ſhake off the. Dult of our 
ur Feet for a Teſtimony againſt you. We are 
ths Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and do beſeech Men 
er in his Stead to be reconciled unto God; we 
are to tranſact the Terms and Articles ot | 
Peace between God and Man; and therefore ; 
A they, who reſiſt the Words of Truth and , 
I Soberneſs, which we deliver agreeable to l 


7 to themſelves Damnation. 

fo If indeed there was no Obligation from 
"i God to hear us, if there was no Gailt to 
On 3 Bi Men 42 
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Men in refuſing us, there might be the leſs 
Hazard in an obſtinate Reſiſtance : Yet 1 
may preſume to ſay, the Power of Truth is 
yery great, ſhould we, at any Time, and 
in ſome Caſes, only argue by Permiſſion, 
and not of Commandment, and make Uſe 
of St. Paul's Expreſſion, Ia theſe Things ſpeak 
J, not the Lord. But ſo long as we are 
commanded to preach the Word, fo long 
you are commanded to hear and receive 
us, and are moreover told it ſhall be more 
tolerable in the Day of Judgment for Thre 
and Sidon that never heard the Word, than 
for any Perſon or Houſe, Town or City that 
rejecteth it; it cannot remain a Matter of 
Indiffereney, but a Point of Sin and Duty, 
whether you hear, or whether you forbear. 
And if any Chriſtians, after ſuch an expreſs 
Warning, ſhall think more highly of them- 
ſelves than they ought to think, they had 
beſt have a Care and fear, leaſt ſuch a Guilt 
ſhould be derived upon their Souls, as will 
be difficult for a conceited Preſumption ea- 
ſily to eraſe. 33 


Take Heed therefore how you hear, leaſt 
ye periſh in the Gainſaying of Corab. Come 
to Church with well- prepared Minds, and 
piouſly diſpos'd Hearts, and hear and keep 
the Word of God, like Seed- ſown upon 
good Ground, that it may bring forth plen- 
tifully. For we ſpeak not for Man, but for 
the Lord, who is with us in Judgment, we 

preach not our felves, but Chriit Jeſus out 
V Lord, 


3 "4 * * 8 
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Lord, and our ſelves. your Servants for Jeſus 


Sake. 1 


I believe there is more Trouble in con- 
Wa the Wills, than gaining the Under- 
andings of Men; and there are few Per- 


ſons, who reſiſt the Evidence of Truth as to 


Belief, when duly compar'd with thoſe 


Who hold the Truth in Uanrighteouſnels. 


Civility, if not Perſwaſion, will very often en- 
gage Men to an 2 when a vicious In- 


clination ſhall be found too hard for all the 
Application in the World to ſubdue. But, 


notwithſtanding this ſad, this blameable 
Oppoſition, I mult be forced to put ſuch in 
Mind, that 


_ Thirdly, The Obedience and Submiſſion, here 
ſtrictly commanded towards thoſe who have 
the Rule over you, and watch for your 
Souls, do include, a Conſcientious Regard 
to thoſe Admonitions and Reproofs, which 
the Irregularity of your Lives do unhappily 
Occaſion. os got 555 5 


It were to be wiſh'd, the World was ſo 
commendably Virtuous, as to give little or 
no Occaſion for the Exerciſe of this Duty. 
But if this be to be rather wiſh'd for than 
expected, give me Leave to ſay, we cannot, 
muſt not, be filent under Provocations of 
this Nature, and that 'tis fit you underſtand. 


the Extent of that Submiſſion, which, in this 


Caſe, 
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Caſe, is here made your indiſpenſable 


Tag "ve U er i Piet kd nee 


amongſt your ſelves, rhe more clearly to 


explain the Nature of this Duty to your 
Mind, and the more ſtrongly to Enſorce 
the Practice of it upon Your Conſcience. 
Should a Maſter of a Family labour under 
the Misfortune of a bad and careleſs Ser- 
vant, I dare ſay the abuſed Maſter would 


entertain no good Opinion of the Man, 


ſhould he, after Admonition nnd Reproof, 
inſtead of acknowledging his Error, not on- 
ly vindicate his paſt Crimes, but {till perſiſt 
in his going on to offend. And J may far- 
ther ask, Whether a Maſter would not be 
rovok'd to turn ſuch a Servant out of his 
79555 and whether the whole Neighbour- 
hood would not juſtify the Maſter's Con- 
, % 


Now let the Tables be but turn'd, and 
you will ſoon perceive the Force of the Con- 
cluſion. You are all my Family in Chriſt, 
and I am, in a Chriſtian Senſe, your Spiri- 


tual Maſter. When any of you do amils, 


*tis my Buſineſs to let you know it; and 
when I have done ſo, *tis your Duty to a- 


mend. If you be traduc'd and miſrepreſen- 


ted, it highly becomes you, in prudent 
Meekneſs, to clear your own Characters, 
and ſet me free from my Miſtakes. And it 
T be in the Right in the a 
3 eaſt 


r M3 LH . Has 2 fan cd 


2 . 


$2.0 + SS. 8; 


© The Miniſter*s Charge to his People. 25 
leaſt that you can do, will be, to own 
o_ Guilt and corre& your Life for the 


"i EONS. . 


* . 


Tis true, there may be Some who re- 
prove out of Pique, there may be Others 
who rebuke out of Pride, but I am no Ad- 
vocate for' them, Malicious Reproaches or a 
Magiſterial Air, are what I ſhall never pre- 
tend to juſtifie. But when the Miniſters of 
Chrift Accuſe in Truth and Admoniſh out of 
Love, you ought to regard with a grateful 
Attention, and Honour them highly tor their 
Works Sake. This is what St. Paul parti- 
cularly commands in 1 Theſ. v. 12, 13. And 
certainly they give you the belt Evidence of 
their Care and' Friendſhip, ſuch an Evi- 
dence as your worſt Enemies may defigned- 
ly overlook, that they may the more ſurely 
_— the more loudly Triumph in your 
Fall. 


Whether your Behaviour, under ſuch 
Kind of Circumſtances, be as Reaſon di- 
rects, and the Goſpel preſcribes, will be belt 
known, by the Reſentments you feel within 
you upon the Diſcovery of your Crimes, 
and the Proof you give the World of your 
future Conduct. For if Solomon ſays in 

Prov. ix. 8. Reprove not a Scorner, leaſt he hate 


| thee; and if in the latter Part of the ſame 


Verſe, he ſays again, Rebuke 4 wiſe Man and 


he will love thee, a little Reflection will be ſut- 


> ficient 
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_ ficient to fatisfie you, not only which of 
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them ought to be your Choice, but alſo 
which of them really is your due. 


I am too ſenſible, what clamarous Wrath 
has been raiſed under the moſt gentle Appli- 
cations of this ungrateful Office, and that 
too, even where the Crimes have been too 
- Groſs to be overlook'd, and too Viſible to be 
denied But Huffing and Paſſion, Hecto- 
ring and Domineering, I value neither the 
Parſon nor his Rebukes, I will not be contra- 
dicted but am reſolv' d to do what I pleaſe, are 

far from being Signs of Chriſtian Submiſſion, 
This certainly is truſting to the Multitude of 
his own vain Conceits, this is truly ſtrength- 
_ ening himſelf in his Wickedneſs, this is de- 
fending Vice with a Witneſs. Behold, ye 
ſee What he is, ye hear what he ſays, and! 
appeal to the Judgment of any Man living, 
totell me plainly, whether this be to ſubmit 
himſelf. It ſuch an obſtinare Gain-ſaying 
_ Temper, if ſuch a Glorying in ſhameful 
Iniquity, carries the Marks of ReſpeCt and 
Reverence, ſhows a ſubmiſſive Diſpoſition 
in an Offender, or is capable of any Excuſe 
or Defence, then I may venture to ſay, the 
Buffetting our Saviour and Spitting 1n his 
Face was an obedient Homage, fit to be of 
fer'd to the Son of David. : 


But all Sinners are not ſo impudently Vi 
cious. Many will confeſs their Crimes and 
e „„ acknowledge 
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acknowledge their Errors, ſeemingly hear 
with Patience and Concern, and give ſome 
Deceitful Expectations of a more regular Con- 
duct, without either Deſign or Endeavour to 
compleat it. And if Men caſt our Words 
Civilh behind them, if . Quietly trample 
them under their Feet, if they bring forth 
no good Fruit, but continue the ſame Sin- 
ners they ever were, they are far from ſub- 
mitting as they ought, tho? they do not 
turn again and rent us. When a combin'd 
Society of Men have wickedly ſet themſelves 
in Battle Array againſt their lawful Sove- 
reign, thoſe only can be faid to ſubmit 
themſelves, who throw down their Rebel- 
lious Arms, forſake their wicked Aſſociates, 
and return to their dutiful Allegiance. And 
an acceptable Submiſſion mutt be the very 
ſame, in the Spiritual, as well as Civil, Re- 
bellion, whether we riſe up againſt the Al- 
mighty God or an earthly Prince. 


Let no Man therefore deceive himſelf, 
nor be tempted at any Time to imagine, he 
can reſiſt the prudent and kind Ad monitions 
of the Miniſters the Lord hath ſet over 
him, and ſtill be Guiltleſs. As Sinners you 
are bound to own your Crimes, when told 
of your Faults by your Spiritual Guides. 
And, as living under a Chriſtian - Society, 
you are oblig'd to return ro the Ways of 
Goodneſs, when directed and exforted by 


them to amend. And the Reſult of this par- 
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28 The Mi niſter's C barge to his People. 
ticular Head will be, that none ſubmit 
themſelves. as they ought, but thoſe, who 


hear, and tear, and lin no more preſump- 
tuoully. | 


There are many Motives proper to be ur- 
ged, as engaging to this Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion. But I will confine my ſelf to thoſe, 
which will fall directly under the laſt Head 
of my Diſcourſe, where I ſhall endeavour 
to deſcribe Pp 


Thirdly, The Happineſs that will accrue 

both to us and to your ſelves, by a rea- 

dy Compliance with theſe Commands 

of God, as being then able to give up 

our Accounts with Joy, and not with 
—_— 7 


Firſt, If you Obey and Submit your ſelves, | 


it will be a Happineſs to us who Rule over 


you, and watch for your Souls, that We can | 


give up our Accounts with Joy, and not with 
ETSY 3 


As we muſt all appear before the Tudgment- 
Seat of Chriſt: So, ſince that will be a Day 
of univerſal Trial, and every Mag mult give 
an Account of the ſeveral Truſts 8 


him of all Chriſtians, We of the Order of 


the Clergy cannot reflect on it without great 
Thoughts of Heart, and a very deep Con- 
cern. Then our Embaſſy will be at an 
End, and we are to anſwer, how we have 


dulfil'd 


FJ 
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it J fulfill'd it; then we muſt give an Account 
o of our Stewardſhip, for we are to be no 
> | longer Stewards; then it will appear, whe- 

ther we have ſlumbered or watched; and 
here no Evaſions, no Interceſſions, will be 


r. Y ſufficient to skreen us from our Omniſcient 
Judge. a ack 


And tho? I doubt not but a Conſcientious 
Miniſter may, at that great Solemnity, lift 
up his Head with a modeſt Aſſurance, whe- | 
ther his painful, ſtudious and diligent La- 
bours in the Word, meet with Succeſs or N 
not: Let, nothing can ſo effectually de- 
ſtroy the Grief, or ſo much increaſe the 
Joy, of this Appearance, as to think and | 
ve, to know and ſee, our Labour has 
not been in vain in the Lord, but we are 

fill able to carry our People along with us 
to Heaven. Sn 


To every Miniſter, who deſires to do 
Good, it muſt be a Joy to ſee the Good he 
deſires. Even in this World it muſt be an 
Eaſe to his Mind, a Satisfaction to his Con- 

„t. ſcience, an Encouragement to his Induſtry, 

ay when he finds he ruleth over an affectionate, 

ive well-diſpoſed, ſubmiſſive People, ever de- 

-in ſirous to be inform'd of the Truth, and 

of I always ready to Obey the Voice of the 
o 175 


. -* -unyielding Tempers. But oonſider with 
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But what, how ſmall, will this Tranſport 
be, compar'd with thoſe Extaſies of Paſſion, 
that will run thro' our Souls at the Judg- 
ment of the Great Day, when we ſhall lift 
up our Heads with Joy, becauſe our Re- 
demption draweth nigh. Then we ſhall 
Rejoyce and be exceeding .Glad, becauſe 
our People are reſcued from the Jaws of 
Hell, and find themfelves ſecure. of ever- 
laſting Glory. Then ſhall we Rejoyce and 
be exceeding Glad, becauſe we, who have 
turned many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine 
as the Stars for ever and ever. 


- *?Tis in your Power, my Brethren, Oh! 
let it be in your Nature, to give me this 
compleat Satisfaction. Fulfil ye my Joy, I 
beſeech you, by carefully following my Di- 
rections, and returning at my Reproots. 
Let me not preach in Vain, do not ye con- 
tinue yet in your Sins, let me not be Grie- 
'ved with a preverſe Generation, and force 
me not to ſay, I. is 4 People that do err in their 
Hearts, for they have not known my Ways. 
When I cry, how long ye ſimple Ones will 
you love Simplicity? Do you recede from 
your vain Purſuits, follow after the Things 
which make for Peace, and Things whereby 
you may be edified, and be perſwaded to 
live Well, and live for ever. Do not wound 
my Heart and depreſs my Spirits, by your 


your 


2 


your ſelves, that this will be as Unprofitable 
to Jo, as it can be Uncomfortable to me, and 
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ſuer me to put you in Mind, 


. Secondly, That it will mightily redound 
to your own unſpeakable Happineſs in the. 
Other World, if you be Obedient and Sub- 
miſive to your Spiritual Governours in 


This. 


If your Caſe be the ſame with De- 
vout Auna's in the Goſpel, who departed 
not from the Temple but ſerved God with 
Faſting and Prayers Night and Day, if you 
have profited by our Office and Miniſtry, 
and, thro' the preaching of the Word, 
been provok'd to Love and good Works, 
You, as well as We, will be able to give up 
your Accounts with Joy, and not with 
Grief. When the Ungodly and Profane 
ſhall Tremble and Quake tor Fear, when 
they ſhall call to the Mountains, Fall on us, 
and to the Hills, Cover us, You will leap 
tor Joy and Triumphantly ſay, Behold, the 


Lord cometh quickly, and his Reward is 
with him, to diſtinguiſh between him that 
ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him not. 
Thus prepar'd, you will be able to plead at 


that Day, Lord, we have believed thy Re- 
port, We have received thy Word, we have 
heard thy Miniſters, we have approach'd 
thy Altars, and we have obey'd thy Pre- 
cepts. Nay, thus prepar'd, we may Huy 

ad, 
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add, we have not revil'd thy Prieſts, nor 
ſet at Naught thy Counſel, nor deſpiſed 

any of thy Reproofs, but have ſubmitted 
our {elves unto Thoſe that Admoniſh us in 

the Lord. And the Anſwer to theſe Juſt 
Pleas will be, Enter thou into the Joy of 
EIT 1 


Can any Hearing be more Delightful? 
Can any Joy be more Deſirable ? Is not 
Heaven the Centre of all Felicity? And 

does not the Proſpect of Eternal Glory now 

RN Raviſh and Tranſport thy Soul? Now this 

3 is the End of thy Obedience and Submiſſion, 

and therefore keep Innocency and take Heed 
unto the Thing that is Right, for nothing 
elſe will be able to bring you to this unchan- 
geable Glorious Peace at the laſt, 


Io conclude. Since You and I, and the 

whole World, muſt be called ro the Bar of 

; Chriſt, it will be much Happier for 

us Both, upon the Foundation of Truth, 

rather to Vindicate, than Impeach, each 
other. ew 


Perhaps, at that Day, Some Sinners may 
de ready to urge, Oh! had the Miniſter I 
 - _liv'd under told me, This had been a Sin, and 
ttßold me, what the I ue of this my Sinful 
Caarſe would be, I had never come to this 
= Jad Condemnation. But God is to be Judge 


(+ 
Mm, 
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between us, whether this be your Caſe or 
1 I hope I have not ſewed Pillows under 
n your Elbows, nor dawbed up your gall'd 
t WF Conſciences with Un-temper'd or Ill-tem- 
ff per'd Mortar. I have not wilfully ſhunn'd, 
as Occaſion ſerv'd, to declare unto you, 
according to my Capacity, the whole Coun- 
L ſel of God, and do ſtill purpoſe, by God's 
ot Grace, to continue to tell you the Truth in 
id all Caſes. And, if ſome will be ſo Weak or 
W ſo Wicked, as to reſiſt my Authority and deſpiſe 
IS my Aavice, I turn them over to the Righ- 
n, teous Judge of the whole Earth, and there 
ed let them excuſe themſelves and clear their 
ng Wl Guilt, if they can, n 
in- | 
It will, I am ſure, be a dead Damp to 
my Spirits, to hear any of you condemn'd, 
he tho? I ſhould be ſo happy as to deliver mz 
'of W own Soul. But, of the. Two, *tis much 
for W more eligible, in my Thoughts at leaſt, for 
th, you to cry out againſt me Now, for ſpeaking 
ach the Truth in Plainneſs, than for God and 
You to condemn me Hereafter for holding ic 
oY from you in Unrighteouſneſs. 
er 1 But I hope better Things of you, and 
and Things which accompany Salvation, tho? I 
af thus ſpeak. I heartily wiſh, my Sermons 
this in Publick, and my Directions in Private 
5 may never riſe up 1 againſt any 
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of you. And the only Way to prevent any 
Load of Sin or Miſery from falling upon us 
Both, is for each of us faithfully to diſcharge 
the diſtinct Duties that are Incumbent on 


our ſeveral Stations. Let me Rule over. 


you and watch for your Souls as He that muſt 
give an Account, be You Obedient and Sab. 
miſſive in a Goſpel Senſe, that I may do it 
with Joy, and not with Grief. And then 
Both of us, thro? the Merits of Chriſt, will 
be ſecure and ſafe, then we ſhall aſſuredl 
hear together that Bleſſed Sentence, well 
done Good and Faithtul Miniſter, well done 
Good and Faithful Pariſhioner, come along 
with your common Saviour, and be Joint- 
Partakers of immortal Bliſs. ens 
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Dine Eſſays o on Reading the Scriptures, 
Meditation, Selt-Examination, private 
Prayer, publick ' Worſhip, and the Lord's 
Supper. By Samuel Walker, M. A. Vicar of 
(roft in the County of Lincoln. 


Reformation of Manners promoted by 
irgument, in ſeveral Eſſays, viz. Of Re- 
roof. Of Drunkenneſs. Of Luft or Im. 
1 Of Swearing. Of the Lord's Day. 
by Samuel Walker, M. A. Yar of Croft in 
tie County of Lincoln. 


both Sold by Robert Kaanlock at the Biſhop's s 
Head, in St. Paul's C harch-lard, 
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